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Bureau Bulletin: Kindergarten Option 

The State Department of Education, Bureau of Special Education, is providing guidance on school 
enrollment in kindergarten as a result of the passage of Public Act (P.A.) 14-39, “An Act Establishing 
the Office of Early Childhood, Expanding Opportunities for Early Childhood Education and 
Concerning Dyslexia and Special Education”.  P.A. 14-39, Sec. 3 (D) requires that a child’s planning 
and placement team (PPT) inform the child’s parent or guardian of the option of not sending their 
child to kindergarten by not enrolling the child in public school.  P.A. 14-39, Sec. 3 (D) references 
Connecticut General Statutes (C.G.S.), Sec. 10-184, which requires parents of five year-old children 
to enroll them in public school unless the parent opts to not send their child to school.  Parents 
wishing to exercise the option of not sending their child to the public school must personally appear 
at the school and sign an option form.  

Preschool-age children with an individualized education program (IEP) are already enrolled in 
public school and are receiving a free appropriate public education (FAPE).  Therefore, five or six 
year old children with an IEP whose parents exercise their option of not enrolling their child in 
public school, will not be eligible to continue to receive special education and related services 
because the child is no longer a public school student.  While districts have to consider a parent's 
input during the development of a student's IEP, a district must ensure that it tailors the IEP to the 
student's individual needs in an appropriate age and grade placement. 

Parents who do not agree with the IEP developed by the child’s PPT, including the IEP placement 
decision, can exercise their Due Process rights, including requesting mediation or a Due Process 
Hearing.  If a parent opts out of a public education and unilaterally places their child in a non-public 
facility that meets the non-public school definition in the IDEA, the child may be able to receive, but 
is not entitled to receive, a proportionate share of special education services in accordance with the 
IDEA provisions.  Parentally-placed private school children with disabilities do not have an 
individual right to receive some or all of the special education and related services that such 
children would receive if enrolled in public school.  Parentally-placed private school children would 
only be considered for a services plan by the district in which the private school is located.  These 
children would not be provided with an IEP nor do they have any entitlement to a free, appropriate 
public education. 

 


