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Bureau Bulletin: A Note of Introduction 
 

 
 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
As I write this letter I am completing my second month here at the Connecticut State 
Department of Education (CSDE).  There is not a day that goes by that I find myself telling 
someone how thrilled I am to have taken the position as the Chief of the Bureau of Special 
Education!   Since joining the CSDE on March 20th, I have had the opportunity to meet and 
work with many colleagues and parents across the state and have been introduced to many 
initiatives and priorities.  It certainly has been a very exciting and active two months, from 
the submission of the State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) to the Federal Office of 
OSEP, to having the privilege of working closely with Legislators and their staff as they 
work through new proposed regulations that could affect special education.   It is my hope 
and intent in the next few months and through the early Fall to get out to school districts 
throughout the state and to meet and engage our partners in the work of the Bureau on 
behalf of children with disabilities and their families. 
 
Special education is near and dear to my heart.  I entered into education because of my 
passion for special education and supporting students with disabilities.  Starting as a 
special education teacher first in Springfield, Massachusetts and then moving into 
administration of special education as a supervisor in Springfield and later Director of Pupil 
Services in Northampton, Massachusetts. The past eleven years I have held the position of 
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Superintendent, seven in Northampton and most recently Granby, Massachusetts, where I 
served as their Superintendent of Schools for the past four years.   
 
I believe in a collaborative inclusive approach in moving the state forward.  I am very 
excited to be here, and I am looking forward to many years leading the work of the 
Connecticut State Department of Education in the area of special education. 
 
In the spirit of collaboration, please feel free to contact me at Isabelina.rodriguez@ct.gov or 
(860) 713-6910.  Also, if you are ever in the area, feel free to stop in to say hello.   
 
Finally, I am including with this letter a few important Guidance memos that I wanted to 
share with you.  I am in the process of reviewing our blog and our method of 
communicating with you and certainly would be open to suggestions.  In the meantime, 
these advisories are timely and important.  If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact the office. 
 
Wishing you all a safe, restful and recuperative summer. 
 
Sincerely, 
Isabelina Rodriguez, Ed.D., Chief 
Bureau of Special Education 
 
 

mailto:Isabelina.rodriguez@ct.gov

